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ME<ASTHENES 




APTER H/S CON G AND ARDUOUS CAMPA/GN W PERS/A^ ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF MA CEPQN/A> REACHEP 
THE NOR7H- WESTERN FRONT!ER OF IND/A /N 326 8 C. HE OEFEATEP PAURAVA AND WAS FILLEP M7H 
CONFtPENCE ABOUT HIS M/i/TARV PRQWESS. 




f AT LAST 1 HAVE REACHEP THE 
( POORWAA TO THE LANP 

\ OF NIV PREAMS-- 
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omar chitra katha 





VOLi ARE RIGHT, 
MAHARAJ. MOREOVER 
THE UAVANAS ARE A 
FORMIDABLE FORCE. 


-•* WE MUST RETAIN OUE CONTROL OVER 
THE TERRITORIE© COMQUERED BV US. 
SENERAL SELEUCUS, I APPOIWT HOU J 
.THE GOVERNOR OF THIS 
TER RITOR 4. 


I AM ^ 
HONOUREOj 
*tOUR MAJESTV. 


MEANWAILE, /N PATAL/PUTRA, THE CAPITAL OF 
MAGADHA > H/HG CHANDPAGUPTA MAUPVA WAS 
BROOP/HG OVER THE PROBLEM POSEP BV THE 
GREEKS- HE HAD C ALLED A MEETING OF H/S WAR 
COUNCIL • - 


THE CONSTANT PR6SENCE OF THE 
VAVANAS"* ON THE FRONTIERS 
OF OUR LANP POSES AN 
L IMMINENT THREAT TO OUR A 
il V secuRiTV. y ! 


WITHIN A FEW VEARS SELEUCUS FiRMLV ESTABU SH- 
-1' H/MSELF AS THE S OLE RULER OF THE GREEK 
OQMA/NQ* 


-KIONIAN GREEKS 





































































MEGASTHENES 





HE IS CAMPING ON THE 
CTTHER SIDE OF THE 
INDUS + WITH HIS 
POWERFUL ARM4- J 


WELL j THEW TOO SHALL 
TASTE THE STEEL 
OF GREEK MIGHT. > 



»»rff _ i 
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mim 









































































amar cMra fc.atha 





I WftNT ON IH THOSE AREAS THAT 
BELONG TO INDIA- SO GIVE ME 
ARIA, ARACHOSIA AND / 

N. PAROPANISAPAE^ S 


l ASREE 3 0 KING 
SANDROCOTTUS. 






































































MEGASTHENES 



MM I HAVE THE H ON OUR OF 
PRESENTING TO HQU IN RETURN 
fl TRIBUTE OF WHAT IS 
DEAREST TO M9 

^ ft heart ? y 


/ UES> LET>S 

SEE WHAT VOU 


SELEUCUS NICATOR WiSHEP TO RE C! PRO C ft TE THE MAGNANiMlTV OF CHANDRAGUPTA■ 









































































































AS ENVCW T O <40U, I COULDN'T 
FIND a man of greater 
CALIBRE AND OF A MORE 

VERSATILE MIND* ^ 


40UR MAJESTV 
IS VERV 
KIND- > 


amar chitra katha 


CHfiNPRAGUPTA MAS KEEN ON PIPLO MATiC 
RELATIONS BETWEEN lUPiA BNP 6&EECE- 


l WELCOME 40U> 
MEGfl&THENES, TO 
A GUEST IN M<V 

kingdom. 


1 AM H1GHW 
HONOUREP, O KING 
SANDROCOTTUS. 



I VWISH TO HONOUR 90U> A 
GU EST TO fNi LAND, IN OUR 
TRADITION OF REVERING 
GUESTS LIKE SODS- 







































































































MEGASTHENES 



ALSO, I AM 6IFTING VOU 
AN ELEPHANT ANP 
^ TWO HORSES. 


THANK <iOU 
VERV MUCH 
O KING. 











































































AND, ABOVE Alt, 
PON’T FORSET 
WUR MOTHERLAND 


! SHALL REWEM8EP 
THAT ALWAVS* 
VOUR MAJEST9. 


Qfrur chitra fu3fha 


TR 4 / TO KNOW THE LAND AS WELL AS 
<røU CAN AND ALSO THE PEOPLJE. FIND 
OUT HOW THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
OUR COUNTR 4 / AND INDIA CAN BE 

STRENSTHEMEP. AND -. 


IN fl FEW £WVS > TIME MEGRSTHENES, ftCCOMPANtEP BH THE SERVEN T> BBGBN HIS JOURNEH TOWARDS 
PRTfiUPUTRA. 7HEH CROSSEP THE RIVER S/NO/UJ WHERE JTWfiS SHELLOIN- 
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MEGASTHENES PREFERRED TO UGE THE HORSES 
TO THE ELEPHBNT DURING HIG TRAVELS. 



* GREBK FOR PWTALIPUTRA. +1 0,000 STADES ARE EQUflL TO ABOUT 1900 KW. 
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amar chitra katha 



AND fl BE/ttJTIFUL ONE,SIR 
VOL! SHALL SEE 
. FOR 'VOURSELF. . 


SUCH A LOklG 
ROAP RIGHT 
ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY ** 




* PEOPLE OF MATHUFA 
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MEGASTHENES 


GL0R4 BE 
TO IORP 
VAASUDEVA* 


ON ENTER/NG 7HE CtTN THEN FOUNP 
PEOPLE tN /) FERVOUR OF PEVOTtON. 



HE WAS A ROVAL PRINCE WHOSE PARENTg 
WERE IMPRISONEP BH THE KING 

BECAUSE . 


WHO WPS 
VAASUDEVA ? 



-*KRJSHNA 




















































































































amar chitra kqfha 


KILLEP THE icing 
AND CAPTUPEP THE 
THRONE- 


THIS MEANS THE 
SQURASENO) WORSHIP. 




WHO'S 
THAT ? 



HERACLES IS WORSHIPPED IN 
6REECE FOR HIS VALOUR, 
AND FOR KILLING THE 
HUNDRED-HeADEP 
HWRA--- 



• • AND mm OTHER 
WICKEP PEOPLE. 


* THAT* S LIKE 
VAASUDEVA SUBJUGATING 
THE FIVE- HEADEP 

V COBRAS J 


-K SOME OF THE EXPLOITS OF HERACLES WERE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF KRISHUA- MEGASTHENES MUST HAVE 
EEEN STRUCK BH THESE SIM1LARIT1ES- 
































































MEGASTHENES 



fiFTBR TRHVEIUNG FOR MfifW WEEK$ 8R ROHD, THER REBCHEP PRBRBGB^ 




MEGHSTHÉNeS OBSERVEP PEVOTEES 
WORSHtPPiNG THE RIVER. 


O MOTHER 
GANGA * GRANT 
f*E UH WISH. , 


THIS RIVER 
DESERVES TO BE 
WORSHIPPEP. 


WHAT A 
MAGNtFICENT 
RIVER THE 
GANGES IS! 


*allahabad. 
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M0V/N6 FURTHER BAST, HE 
OBSERVER 7HE VAST PIA/NS 
OF THE NORTH, 


\! b* '•vV'AUnv n.«vvl 
A >' 


omar chitra katha 



EASER TO LEARN PBOUT THE PEOPLE OF INPIA , 
MEGAQ7HENES APPROACHEi ? THE HQUSEHOLP OF 


HERRING THE HORSES APPROACHlNG> THE 

peh&ant's chup loored up — 





THE PBASANT'S WFE TURNER RØUND TO SEE WHO 


THE PEASANT WELCOMEP THE V/S/TORS- 


WELCOMEj SIRS! PLEASE 
BE SEATEP AND SHARE 
OUR POOP- BE W GUE9TS 


THE PARROT ALSO 
SAIP THAT- THESE 
PEOPLE MUST BE 
EXTEND1NG HOSPI- 
TflL)T</ TO ALL 
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MEGASTHENES 




I WONDER HOW THEV 
MAkE HOUEV .. 
W1TH0UT BEES- 


THE FOOD IS 
DEUCIOUS. 


11" 1 



■ “ 


1 


jLas 

1 





1 'vA 

\ 



THIS MAN CERTAINLW 
IS SHARP. ) 


TTHE MI6HT<V GANGES 
AND HER (RRI6ATIOH 
CAM ALS NO DOUBT BRING 
PR0SPERIT4 TO 
v THIS LAND. 


MBGAS THEHES f)NP THE SERVANT BADE THE PEASANT AND H/S FAMILV &OOPBVE AND RESUME? THE/R 
MURHEV TO PATAUPU7RF). 


































































MEGASTHENES 




1TS branches ARE G01NG 
RIGHT BACK INTO THE GROUND! 
I HAVE NEVEl? SEEN SUCH A 
PECUUAR TREE BEFOPEl 


fl urne further 


what is 

THBT WHITE 
FLU FF ON 
THE TREES? 


COTTON, 
SIR- WE MAKE 
ClOTHgS OUT 


FFTER R FEW MORE WEERS‘ éOURNEV 7H£V RRRNED ffT PfJTRLtPUTRfi. 
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amar chitra katha 




/t took them somb 7/mb to bbhch 

THE HOUSE ALLOTTEP TO 
MBGHSTHBHES- 



I HOPE VOU 
Wlll BE 
COMFORTABIE 
HERE, SIR- 


S, 
THANK 
| WU. 


Ej)|EZ3 





TOMORROW l’D 
UKE TO VISIT 
K)N<3 

SANDROCOTTllS 


FIRST VOU HAVE TO 
REGISTER VOUR NAME 
IVITH THE CIT*/ AUTHO- 
R1TIES, SIR. ALU 
FOREISNEPS HAVE TO DO 


* PRACHt/AS (THE EKSTERNERS), MEANING THE PEOPLE OF MAGADHA 
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MEGASTHENES 




HOW DID HE KNOW f HiS 
SPIES MUST HAVE 

REPORTED TO HIM. 


WELCOMEj MEGASTHENES. <VOU 
NOT HAVE <30WE TO THE CITV 
AUTH0RIT1ES- VOU 


/UQ/DB TH£ ROWL COURT> KtNG CHRNDRftGUPTA WElCOMEP 
MEGR S 1HENES ■ j“ 



**0U HAVE A VER H 
SPLENDID 
PALACE.O RING 
SANDROCOTTUSf 



BUT THE LIKES OP THIS PALACE OF 
e/OURS s O KINSj 1 HAVE SESN 
NEITHER IN SUSA NOR IN 

ECBATANA.^AND PAL1B0THRA IS 
SO WELL PROTECTEP FROM 
PERNICIOUS FOES* 


I HAVE LIVEP 
IN MAN«* EXOTIC 
LANDS--- 


* IRAN] AN CiTlES WHERE PALACES WERE REPORTEPLV OF GOLD AND SILVER, 




















































































amar chit ra katha 



«/0U HAVE A KEEN INTEILECT 
IN DEEP, MEGASTHENES- 
HOU MAW TAKE A SEAT 
NEXT TO ME AND ■ 



ACCOMPANV ME OH MH CAMPA1GNS-THIS » 
WILL HELP Wu IN THE STUD«/ OF TH IS Å 

C 0 U “™V^^W 

OKING.it is 

V | 1 w VEPV KIND OF 
Sfto’ i 1 HOU- 




HIS 

PUN1SHMENT 
IS DEATH. 


THEN CAME THE ADMINISTRATION OF rJUSTICE — 


MAHARAd ' HE HAS COMMITTEP 
A HE1N0US CRIME. HE CUT OFF 
^ THE HÅND OFA POTTER. 


* PART OF MODERN GUdAPAT 

































































































MEGASTHENES 




“THE ASTVNOMOI^OFPAUBOTHRA LOOK 
APTER S1X SU80ECTS: iNDUSTRIAL 
ARTSj FORElGNERSj CENSUS^ TRADE 
ANP COMMERCEi WEIGHTS AND 
\ MEASURESiAND COLIECTJOW A 
OF TAXES * • • " 


RFTER RETURN I HG TO HIS RESiPENCE 
MEGRSTHEHEG WROT3 BBOUT WHRT HE 
HRD LERRNT RT THE ROV BL COURT 



THE NETT PB9 BT THE PfilflCE 


r COME ONj 
tøEGASTHENES, 
JOIN US IN THE 
VASANT PANCHAMI+ 
PROCESSION. 


I SHAU. 
eiADW PO 
THAT, 

O KING. 


I®' 




r 

fW- $1 




■^Officers*perhaps from ashta amatya - eight ministers. +It is preswned that the 23 

occasion was Vasanta Fanchami, Megasthenes has not raentioned the name of the festival. 





























































amar chitra katha 




fiFTER RETURNING 7O THE PftLfiCE, THE KINO RECEIVER VfQjTORS 


MAHflRftJ, PLEftSE 
ACCEPT THIS HUM BLE 
GIFT FROM ME. , 


•* OBVIOUSLV,THIS IS AN 
OCCASION WHEN GIFTS ARE 
PRESE^TED TO THE 
t KING • ) 


\vA M 

Ijjftlg 


SJ^TwiTif 


H 
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MEGASTHENES 



-rotøORROW WE 
HAVE ARRANGED 
fl CHARIOT RACE, 
MAHARAO* . 


NO, I WOULD PREFER 
TO GO ON AN 
ELEPHANT HUNT. 


gslgill 




S ENSiNG THE COW-ELEPHANT& /H THE P/T> THE 
W/LP SLEPHHNTS APPPOHCEP iTIN THE N/GHT 



WHEN THE MEN WERE REAP9 FOR THE SECONP PART OF THE OPER AVON, MEGASTHENES AGAW 
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_ omar chitra 

TMPP£P„ THB HILD ElEPHHNTS HTTRCkED THE TRME 


katha_ _ 

WERKENEP, THE W/W OHE3 SO ON COUHPSEP 
lH GHEEP EXHRuST/ON. 




EFTER RETURN MG HOME > ME6ASTHENES 
SUMMOUBP HIG SEPMHT. 

*/OURS IS AM INTERESTING 
LAND- I SHOULD UKE TO 
VISIT THE COMMON 
PEOPLE IM DISGUISE* 


I SHAH MflKE 

arrangements* 



HE SET OUT HT NtGHT HND SECRETLH WHTCHBO THE 
PEOPLE HT ONE HQUSE —■ 


I WflWT <*0UR DAUGHTEP’S 
HÅND IN MftRRlAGE FOR M 
SON-1 HAVE BROUGHT THB 
PAIR OF OXEN HOU HAD 
^ ASKED FOR- 


BE HIS 
THIRD WIFE? 

































































MEGASTHENES 




AT AN07HER HOUSE A PHVS/CMN WAG PAV/NG A miT. 


qOUR SYMPTOMS INDICATE 
VOU WILL HAVE A BABV 
BOV. 


PEEP/NG iNTO MOTHER HOUSE 


THIS IS THE MONEV 
POUCH VOU DPOPPED 
IN THE STREET , 
w ACROSS. 


/ THANK 

V HONEST 

\vou. J 

MERE? / 



}S£7M 

w * *- ® 








* THE CQAAPUCAT6D CASTE STRUCTURE OF 
IMDIAN SOCIETV OBVIOUSLV BEWILDERED 
MEGASTHENESjFOR THER 6 HAVE ALWAVS - 
BEEN ONLV FOUR PRIM ARV CASTES. 


AT HOME "THE IN DIANS ARE 

HE WROTE— 1 Dl VIDED INTO SEVEN 

'CASTES,THE PHILOSOPHERS 
BEING THE MOST 
RESPECTEP ONES- 


»* 



THE NBXT OA9 MEGASTHENES MET THE H1NG IN THE 
ANTECHAMBBR OF THE ROV AL PALACE . K~~T~P 


MAHARAJ, VOUE 
BED CHAM8EE IS 
TODAV IN THE 
NORTH WING. 
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amar chitra katha 



SURPRISE P, MEGflSTHENES? 
I SIEEP IN A DlFFEPENT 
CHRMBER EVERV NlGHT- 
THE KING HAS MAN^ 



IN A WEEK’S TIME WE 
LEAVE FOR THE 
BATTLE-FJELP.WOULD 
40U UKE TO COME > 

W,TH us Iy7^T 

I 7% E DEUGHTEO 

\\ i TO,O KING- 



MEGAGTHENES ACCOMPANtED CHANDEAQUPTA 
TO THE BATUE-FtELD. 


H 'Gp- 



THEH P/TCHEP TENTS AT N/GHT- 



28 
























































MEGASTHENES 




WE RECOVERED THE 
MONE</ BUT THE THIEF 
60T AWAV- HER&'S 
THE MONEVa 


RETURN IT TO THE 

And spare 
NO EFFORT TO 
CATCH THE THIEF. 



MEQfiSTHeNeS WBS INTRI&UED BH THE INCIDENT. 


STEALIN6 IS A RARE 
OCCtIRRENCE ■ BUT IF 
THIS GOES UNPUN ISHED, 
THE VICE 


200 COINS IS A SMALL 
AMOUNT.O KING- WH9 
ARE ^OU MAKIWG 
SUCH 



** THE GOOjOOO SOLD1ERS 
OF SANDRO COTTU S 1 APM^ 
ARE VE&H WELL-PAID. THEV 
ARE CONTROLLED BV A 
WAR OFFICE WITH SIX 
’ BOARDS-, w jt 


MEQHSTHENES LftTER WROTB HIS OBSERVATIONS 
BSOUT THE 




I 
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_ Qmar chitro katha _ 

HE TOURER THE COUNTRY EXTENSiVElV AND OBSERVER THE WAV OF UFE OF THE PEOPIE • 




ves, 

MAHARANI 


OFFICER ! FIND OUT WH 4 / 
OUR CARGO OF PEARlS FROM 
TAMBAPANNI+ ©OT DEIAVED 
THIS TIME. y 


he øven v/stted the far awav pandva * countrv, and 

OBSERVER THE S VS7EM OF ADMINISTRATION THERE^HEADER BV 
ft QOEEN. 



PANDVflNS SEEM TO 
PREF6R WOMEN FOR 
SENIOR ADMINISTRA¬ 
TIVE POSTS* 

STRANGE! 















































































MEGASTHENES 




HB THCN WBNT TO CHANDRHGUPTA TO Bf O H/M 


l HOPE HOU 

VOUR STAV WITH US • 

GIVE MV REGARPS TO 


600DB9É. 


FAREWELL. O KIN6- MV 
TCNURE IN INDIA IS 
OVER. I WISH TO 
RETURN HOMENOW* 



GOOPBVE AND THANK 
HQU. HOU HAVE BE&N A 
WONDERFUL 

COWPANION, S 


FINHLL9, H£ &HD5 GOODB9E TO THE SSRVfiNT. 


TO TELL HOU THE 
TRUTH, SIR. I WAS 
ASKED TO SP9 
v ON VOU. 



MEGASTHENES RODE BW#9 WESTWHRDS W/7H THE FOUR S/OIUMES 
OF HIS WBWfiBLE INDICBs THE FIRST fiUTHENWC BCCOUNT OF INDlfi 
TO -THE WESTERN WORLD ,. 


WHAT A CHARMING AND 
INTELLIGENT MAN! I 
HOPE THE trfAVANAS 
AND INDJAGS WILL 
COME CLOSER 
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Illustrated Classics From India 


Megasthenes 


Megasthenes was among the first foreigners to have visited India in historical times and given an eyewitness 
account of conditions prevailing in this country during the 4th century B.C, He was the ambassader of 
Seiecus Nicator at the court of Chandragupata Maurya and he had the opportunity to travel extensively in the 
country and observe closely the proceedings at the royal court, various aspects of mifitary and civil 
administration, the geography to the country, the social and economic conditions of the people and the 
political institutions. He put down his observations in four vikunes entitled 'Indica', 

'Indica' in its original form has now been lost, but some later writers like Diodorus, Pliny, Strabo and Arrian 
have quoted from the work. Barring the few instances where Megasthenes had to rely on hearsay, his 
account of India is highly valued for its accuracy and authenticity. 

This story of Megasthenes is adapted from his own account of the India of his times, and the sequence of 
events in our narration has been modified for coherence and lucidity while maintaining the accuracy of 
historical records. 
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